PROFESSOR VON BRUNS, in the course of his presidential address at the recent Congress of the German Surgical Society, referred in sympathetic terms to the death of Sir Spencer Wells. We are indebted to Professor von Bruns for the full text of his remarks, of which the following is a translation:
" In the first place we have to deplore the loss of one of the greatest surgeons of any age, one whom to our honour we were able to call an honorary member, Sir Thomas Spencer Wells. It is justforty years since he began his first efforts to establish ovariotomyas a recognised surgical procedure, standing alone, strenuous and resolute, against the universal verdict of his contemporaries, who condemned the operation as un ustifiable on account of its danger to life. Undaunted and undiscouraged by initial mishaps he worked on towards the perfection of the operation, not only establishing its technique, but also making great advances in the pathology and diagnosis of ovarian tumours. Through Sir Spencer Wells's labours ovariotomy has become a typical operation in the hands of every surgeon, and one to which thousands of women owe health and life.
" The way in which Spencer Wells was to become a benefactor to mankind appeared to be very far from him in the early stages of his career. tunity of making observations of the greatest importance for his life's work. Thus, among the many wounded, he saw many severe abdominal injuries, and learnt from these that, contrary to the accepted views, the peritoneum itself could under favourable circumstances withstand severe damage. Even when the abdominal walls were torn by bullets and the intestines prolapsed, he saw that here and there healing followed careful cleansing of the abdominal cavity and exact suture of the wounds. Spencer Wells often declared that it was just this knowledge which to a great extent gave him the courage to attempt the operative opening of the abdomen.
" In I857, on his return from the seat of war to London, he performed his first ovariotomy, which turned out unfavourably, it not being possible to remove the tumour intact. In I858 followed his first successful ovariotomy, which marked an epoch as the precursor of So much further progress. Patients soon poured in upon him from all sides to be operated on, and at the same time came surgeons from other countries to see him operate. Thus in I88o he had performed his thousandth ovariotomy, and every year his results improved; while of his first Ioo cases, 34 ended fatally, his mortality at the beginning of the second thousand was only 4 per cent. And as time went on, his mastery over operations on all kinds of abdominal tumours extended, so that his classical work of I865, On the Diseases of the Ovaries, bore in the I885 edition the title of The Diagnosis and Treatment of Abdominal Tumours. In the hands of Sir Spencer Wells ovariotomy had become the starting point for the modern development of abdominal surgery.
" Spencer Wells obtained the results of his great operative skill-results hardly surpassed in our own day-by perfecting the diagnosis, by exact definition of the methods and technique of operation, above all by the principle he carried out in the treatment of wounds, which entitles him to rank as the most prominent forerunner of the Listerian method.
Long before Lister's first appearance upon the scene, Spencer Wells looked at sepsis in the light of Pasteur's researches into the germ theory, and recognised the great mortality after surgical operations as due to the entrance of noxious germs with the air. At the same time he regarded prophylaxis as the most important aim in the treatment of wounds, and attempted by the most scrupulous attention to cleanliness to protect wounds against all kinds of infection. Spencer Wells, in fact, going ahead of his time and with other means than are now used, laid down the principles of modern asepsis, and, in fact, operated aseptically, of which the striking results of his operations afford incontrovertible proof.
" And so, personally, the man who brought all this to pass was not alone a specialist in the best sense of the word, but a great physician impelled by a wide scientific spirit. And last, but not least, he was a downright good fellow; of inflexible will, indomitable energy, and indefatigable patience, he had at the same time a simple and hearty manner, a friendly geniality, and a lovable consideration for the welfare of his patients. It is thus that he faces us in the successful portrait with which the generosity of his daughter has adorned our walls; the fine lines afford a speaking likeness, the clever, friendly eyes look as if they were alive.
" It was obvious last year, when the venerable master did us the honour of taking part in our Jubilee, that his strength was already failing. For some years he had been the victim of gradually progressive paralytic symptoms, particularly affecting his speech; and on January 31st last, during his winter holiday in Cannes, on the Riviera, an apoplectic seizure came on, which carried him off in a few hcurs, just before the completion of his 79th year.
" In the history of surgery Spencer Wells will be for ever famous as the founder of modern operative gyneecology. The benefit that he has conferred upon the whole of humanity is incalculable." THE Council of the British Institute of Preventive Medicine have made arrangements for holding a meeting in the Guildhall of the City of London on June i6th at 3 P.M., when an address will be moved to Her Majesty in connection with the great progress made in public health matters during the past sixty years. The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of London (who will preside) and Sheriffs will attend in state. A Committee has been formed to make the necessary arrangements under the chairmanship of the Right Hon. Lord Playfair. At this meeting Professor Max von Pettenkofer, of the IJniversity of Munich, will be presented with the Harben Medal. In the evening the annual dinner of the institute will be held in the Carpenters' Hall. for its maintenance. The situation chosen was selected because of its beauty, and because it was sheltered on the north and east by hills, and because there the home can be open all the year round. The home accommodates 38 male patients, but can hold 50, and having 2 acres of land is capable of unlimited extension. The cost of erection has been ,C3,6oo, of which sum ,-l ,30 is still to be raised. Another feature of the home is that when not filled by subscribing members, outsiders are admitted on paying i6s. a week.
